Standard assessment scales for elderly people.
Recommendations of the Royal College of Physicians of London and the British Geriatrics Society
Sir,-In 1989 the Research Unit of the Royal College of Physicians initiated a workshop to consider scales that could be recommended for the assessment of elderly people in geriatric medicine services. At the outset, the main motive behind this initiative was to provide the tools for part of a minimum dataset in geriatric medicine. The workshop was convened in association with the British Geriatrics Society and included participants drawn from associated professions.
At the workshops, precirculated expert papers were presented briefly and discussed in detail. Topics included the individual assessment domains, the science of assessment, the interface with primary care, and the ethics of assessment. 
